AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH GAMES

TRIATHLON TEAM

PROFILES

RYAN BAILIE
Age: 23

Born: Johannesburg, South Africa

Hometown: Bunbury, WA

Lives: Wollongong, NSW

Coach: Jamie Turner

Profile: Ryan has blossomed under the coaching of Jamie Turner in the Wollongong Wizards group in NSW and showed through 2013 he was ready for the week-in-week-out rigors of the ITU World Triathlon Series. Represented Australia at the 2013 ITU World Championship Grand Final in London, where he finished 28th and 17th on the Overall WTS Rankings. Started 2014 with his best ever finish on the WTS in Auckland, where he finished fifth. Training partner of Aaron Royle. Spends the Australian winter based in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Basque Country in Spain with the Wizards. Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.

AARON ROYLE

Age: 24

Born: 1990

Hometown: Newcastle, NSW

Lives: Wollongong, NSW

Coach: Jamie Turner

Profile: Aaron is Australia’s highest ranked ITU male athlete, having finished 11th overall on the 2013 ITU WTS Rankings following his 7th place finish in the ITU Grand Final. This top seven finished saw him gain automatic nomination to the ACGA
for the XXth Commonwealth Games. Originally from Newcastle, Royle moved to Wollongong to link up with the Wollongong Wizards. Started 2014 on a high note when he gained his first ever ITU WTS podium finish, a bronze medal in Auckland. A former Under 23 ITU World Champion (2012), Aaron spends part of his preparations sleeping in an altitude tent. Fought back from an abscess on his lung in 2013 caused by “two nasty infections.” Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.
DAN WILSON

Age: 28
Born: Brisbane, QLD
Hometown: Brisbane, QLD

Lives: Toowong, QLD

Coach: Stephen Moss

Profile: Has showed that perseverance and persistent can be rewarded with his selection on the 2014 Commonwealth Games team after three years of operations and stress fractures threatened to end his career. Found himself under QAS coach Stephen Moss and qualified for the Australian team at last year’s ITU World Championship Grand Final in London where he finished 18th. Has a new-found balance in his life between University at QUT where he is  studying a Graduate Diploma in Psychology. Put his hand up for the 2014 Commonwealth Games team with a barnstorming fourth place in the opening ITU WTS round in Auckland. Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.

EMMA MOFFATT

Age: 29
Born: Moree, NSW

Hometown: Woolgoolga, NSW

Lives: Gold Coast, QLD

Coach: Shaun Stephens

Profile: One of the leading ladies of Australian triathlon having won Olympic bronze in Beijing in 2008 and two ITU World Championships in 2009 and 2010. Became a dual Olympian in London in 2012. Has been Australia’s No 1 ranked ITU WTS athlete in recent years, having finished 6th overall in 2013, following her 3rd in the ITU WTS Grand Final in London, which saw her gain automatic nomination for the 2014 Commonwealth Games Team. Moffatt has achieved just about everything there is in the sport of triathlon and started her ITU campaign with a solid 7th placing in Auckland. Is one of the most recognisable faces of Australia’s elite triathletes. Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.
EMMA JACKSON

Age: 22

Born: Brisbane, QLD

Hometown: Brisbane, QLD

Lives: Pine Rivers, QLD

Coach: Stephen Moss

Profile: A former Cross Country runner who burst onto the elite triathlon scene with her 2010 ITU Under 23 World Championship following her silver in the 2009 ITU World Juniors and has not looked backed since, winning selection on the 2012 Olympic team for London where she finished a creditable eighth place. Became triathlon’s “latest Emma” with her 2nd placing in the Emma podium in Hamburg in 2011. Finished fourth in the ITU WTS that same year. Bounced back in 2013 with some consistent performances in the ITU season which saw her finish sixth in the ITU Grand Final in London for 11th overall. Started her 2014 ITU season in Auckland with an 11th placing. Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.

ASHLEIGH GENTLE

Age: 23

Born:  Brisbane, QLD

Hometown: Gold Coast, QLD

Lives: Gold Coast, QLD

Coach: Cliff English
Profile: Has been one of Australia’s girls most likely since her stunning 2010 ITU World Junior Championship following her silver medals in 2007 and 2008. On the back of a fast-finishing run leg, Ashleigh has cemented herself as one of the front runners in the Elite ITU Women’s field in recent seasons particularly in 2013 when she produced some amazing results off the back of several injuries to finish seventh overall on the competitive WTS circuit. Was a creditable 9th in the ITU WTS Grand Final in London. Again showed her toughness when she hauled herself off the pavement after a nasty crash in the opening WTS round in Auckland to finish 20th. Will make his Commonwealth Games debut in Glasgow.

